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In modern classrooms, student’s curriculum is infused with different technologies, mainly focusing on basic computer skills, but on in application of such skills. Students are expected to be computer literate, but many are entering the workforce and university without being technologically literate. Before defining technology literacy, the idea of computer literacy must be separated from the overall definition. After defining the differences, schools can change the content towards application and analysis of different technologies.

Computer Literacy


Computer literacy is learning basic computer skills in order to function at a minimal level in a workplace or school setting. Such tasks include basic keyboarding, Word applications, saving onto a disk or USB drive, and operating simple computer programs. Computer literacy is more basic and practical (Mackay, 2002).


With computer literacy, a person is limited to the amount of knowledge about technology. They may know how to send and receive documents, but may not know how to communicate that document outside of a computer. Knowing more about technology is becoming more important that just knowing how to type and operate a computer. Being computer literate is just like step one in today’s society. 


Technology Literacy


In defining technology literacy, computer literacy is only one small part of the whole definition. Technology literacy includes any invention, innovation, or human made device that wasn’t made in the natural environment (Wonacott, 2001). Technology literacy is the ability to use computer and other technology to improve learning, productivity, and performance (Clinton, 1996). Technology literacy not only includes computers, but with any industrial device, such as scanners, cameras, and projection devices. Being technologically literate means a person must be more hands-on with technology and use it as an everyday tool, not just as a useful device for certain situations (Wonacott, 2001). 


Included in the definition of technology literacy are some basic foundations. In dealing with technology, the first rule is to understand what the process of the technology and how it develops information (Wonacott, 2001). A person needs to interpret the knowledge and the progression of the information, not just how to receive it. Another rule is to understand how different societies and cultures interpret information and relevance of technology (Wonacott, 2001). Not all regions have the same amount of technology, nor do they use the same procedure to obtain and share information. The last rule is to accommodate and adapt to new technology or upgraded technology. Being just computer literate is not enough to keep up with society, but evolving with upcoming technology and updating with the knowledge base (Wonacott, 2001). 

Accommodate technology literacy within curriculum


In order to prepare for the modern workplace or university, not only do schools need to teach computer literacy, but must change their position to having students be technological literate as well. Changing the definition of what most people think is being literate will help in forming a new generation with the ability to adapt and fluctuate more with modifications to their technical knowledge. 


Schools already have an effort in place with the ISTE standards (Cargonara, 2005). The ISTE has broken down on what is needed for a student to be more technologically literate. Not only does a student need to know basic skills, but also how to collaborate and use such skills for interaction (Cargonara, 2005). Technology needs to be used for reasoning and basic solving problems by analyzing and interpreting data to infuse or apply into new situations (Cargonara, 2005). Finally, students should realize the social implications on how technology is used and what type of influence it has on modern society (Cargonara, 2005).

Conclusion


Technology literacy changes and evolves according to what is invented and upgraded. Starting with basic keyboarding and advancing global email, video conferencing, and mobile communication, student and teacher alike must change their opinions of technology and change the curriculum to fit with the times. Technology literacy is not an option, but is a necessity for students to succeed in the modern workplace. Being computer literate is no longer being technologically literate.
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